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the glorious but unavailing* conquests of Prince Edward
cf Errand, vrho delivered Acre, dictated a truce, and
returned home to conquer Wales and Scotland.

Th? Marr^uk Sultans of Egypt soon retook all the
conquests of the Crusaders, and ;n 1291 Acre, their last
remaining strong-hold, fell, and the Christian churches of
Svria were demolished.

IIL SLAVE KINGS (1206-1288).
To return to India. From the date of the dissolution of
the house of Ghor, that country became an independent
kingdom, and ceased to have any connection with coun-
tries west of the Indus. Kutab-ud-dui Aibak, the Indian
viceroy who became independent at Delhi upon Mu-
hammad Ghori's death, was a Turki slave, bought by a
merchant who presented him to his master. He reigned
in Delhi twenty-four years, during twenty of which he
was the representative of the king of Ghor. He was
brave and accomplished ; the fact that he was kind and
considerate to those about him may be inferred from the
legend that his white elephant died of sorrow soon after
he did ; and that he was a good sportsman is evidenced
by the manner of his death, from a fall at polo, in 1210.
An incompetent son of Kutab-ud-din, whose name still
survives in that of the graceful column of the Kutab Minar
near Delhi, was soon removed, and Ghamo-ud-din Altamsh,
a Turkish slave of Kutab-ud-din, succeeded. He is said
to have been of noble family, and to have been sold by
slave brokers for no less than 50,000 pieces of silver on
account of his personal beauty. Eldoz, another Turk-
ish slave, who had succeeded to the Ghazm portion of
Muhammad Ghori's dominions, affected to have succeeded
to his empire, and presently being driven out of Ghazm